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Murder Investigations Marred By Crooked Cops
Unsolved I-45 Killings Become Entertainment

Today, if a child goes missing, law 
enforcement agencies begin net-

working immediately. In many cases an 
Amber Alert is issued and the news me-
dia are notified. Information is shared 
and the chance of a successful recovery 
is greatly enhanced. This kind of work 
is demonstrated daily in the recovery of 
a child by police across the nation.
   Thirty-five years ago this was not the 
case when six teenage girls disappeared 
in Galveston County within six months 
of each other. 15-year old Brenda Jones 
and 12-year old Colette Wilson disap-
peared in June, 1971.
   Jones body was discovered a few days 
later in the water near the Pelican Island 
Bridge. She had been abducted from 
the streets of Galveston, molested, mur-
dered and dumped.
   Wilson was grabbed near Alvin. Her 
skeletal remains were found the follow-
ing November near Addicks Dam in 
Houston next to the remains of a Hous-
ton girl, Gloria Gonzalez.
   These abductions, all ruled homicides, 
continued. On August 5, 1971, two 14-
year old Webster girls, Rhonda Johnson 
and Sharon Shaw, disappeared from an 
outing in Galveston.  An investigation 
was launched the same day by the police 
department in nearby Webster in Harris 
County.
   Their skeletal remains were discov-
ered about five months later in Taylor 
Bayou near the community of Shore-
acres in southeast Harris County.
   Then, on November 15, 1972, two 
Galveston girls, Debbie Ackerman and 
Maria Johnson, both 15, were seen get-
ting into a white van at the Baskin-Rob-
bins Ice Cream Parlor on 4th Street in 
Galveston. They turned up dead, float-
ing in Turner Bayou between Dickinson 
and Texas City. They had been bound 
and shot.

   While this rash of abductions and 
killings were going on, city officials in 
Webster became unhappy with the prog-
ress of their police department in the 
investigation of the Johnson and Shaw 
murders and fired most of their police 
department.
   Upon the recommendation of City 
Councilman Ronnie Shapiro, a local car 
dealer, the city hired a couple of Texas 
State Troopers as its new chief and as-
sistant chief. Don Morris took over the 
top spot and Tommy Deal was named as 
his assistant. Another state trooper, Don 
Marshall, was also hired as a sergeant. 
Morris immediately assigned Deal to 
head the investigation into the murders 
of the two Webster girls.
   Miraculously in less than two weeks, 
they arrested Webster gas station atten-
dant Michael Lloyd Self and charged 

him with 
the mur-
ders.
  Ac-
cording 
to their 
reports, 
S e l f 
c o n -
f e s s e d 
to the 
murders 
of John-
son and 
S h a w 
after be-

ing inter-
rogated by several officers including 
Morris, Deal and officer Henry Morgan.
   After signing a confession, he was 
taken to Houston to appear before Judge 
Lee Duggan to be formally advised of 
his rights. Duggan also appointed Hous-
ton Attorney Dewey Meadows to repre-
sent him.

By Breck Porter    The Houston Chronicle reported in a 
story on November 13, 1975: ‘Convict’s 
Claim of Forced Confession Probed’ 
that Harris County District Attorney 
Carol S. Vance appointed Ted Busch, 
his Trial Bureau Chief, to investigate 
claims that the police coerced the con-
fession from Self by beating and threat-
ening him. The article said that dur-
ing his trial for the murder of Rhonda 
Johnson, Self claimed he confessed be-
cause Chief Don Morris beat him with 
a nightstick and pointed a pistol at his 
head. The article also said that Morris 
and Deal were under a federal investiga-
tion for robbing a bank in Caddo Mills 
in northeast Texas on September 17th.
   In an article written by Tom Moran 
for the Chronicle on June 23rd, 1979 
entitled, ‘New Trial Sought in Deaths 
of Two Teen Girls,’ Moran wrote: “Self 
is the first person convicted of murder 
in Texas where a confession was the 
only proof.” Self’s trial attorney, Gerald 
Burnberg was quoted as saying that he 
was obsessed with getting a new trial for 
the Webster man.
   With the arrest of Michael Self, many 
if not most law enforcement officials 
in the area assumed he was responsible 
for many of the other murders. Some 
say the pursuit of other suspects in the 
string of killings slowed drastically. 
Even with extensive television coverage 
of the I-45 killings, and with nationwide 
newspaper and TV reports on an almost 
daily basis, investigators failed to de-
velop any need leads.
   With the exception of Brenda Jones, 
all the victims were white females be-
tween the ages of twelve and fifteen. 
All, including Jones, were dumped in 
or near bodies of water. All were killed 
within a six months period.
   Galveston Police Detective Fred Paige 
is convinced that these murders were 

not just coincidental. Paige believes that 
someone was in the area, someone with 
a sexual compulsion for young females 
and someone vicious enough to, “Shoot 
someone’s baby girl after doing God 
knows what to her,” and that person is 
responsible for the deaths of these girls.
   Edward H. Bell came to Galveston 
County in mid 1969. He was a patient 
at Jennie Sealy Hospital and a man of fi-
nancial means with a history of exposing 
himself to teenage girls. Bell knew Deb-
bie Ackerman and Maria Johnson from 
the Galveston surf shop they frequented 
and in which he was part owner. He also 
drove a white van and a few years after 
the girl’s death, he shot and killed a man 
in Pasadena who caught him exposing 
himself to children playing in their yard. 
He is now 
serving a 
life sen-
tence for 
that mur-
der.
   But, 
a c c o r d -
ing to 
the bank 
r o b b i n g 
Webs te r 
cops, Mi-
chael Self 
was their 
man, fig-
uratively 
speaking. In their reports they claimed 
that someone tipped them off that a 
large cache of marijuana could be found 
in Self’s apartment he shared with a 
roommate.
   Morris and Deal confronted the room-
mate who signed consent for them to 
search the apartment.  A small amount 
of marijuana was indeed discovered in 
the apartment, but the officers did not 

Michael Self

Edward Bell
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Blaylock, Erik Jon
W/M DOB: 12-12-73

3203 Edgewood Dr, Dickinson, 77539
Victim: Female/6

Agg Sexual Asslt Child X2/Agg Sexual 
Asslt

Risk Level: High

Mitchell, Charles Allen
W/M DOB: 11-03-51

3313 Avenue C
Dickinson, 77539
Victim: Female/16

Possession of Child Pornography
Risk Level:  Moderate  

Collins, Jeffrey Stone
W/M DOB: 08-23-77

724 10th St.
San Leon, 77539

Female/13
Aggravated Sexual Assault of a Child

Risk Level:  Moderate

Hawes, Lyle William
W/M DOB: 07-02-67
15012 N Baylan St
Santa Fe, 77510

Victim: Female/16
Possession of Child Pornography

Risk Level: High

Caudell, Gary Stephen
W/M  DOB: 04-01-58
1215 Poston Rd #1

Santa Fe, 77510
Victim: Female/9

Idecency with a Child by Contact
Risk Level:  Low

Campbell, James Cooper
W/M DIV: 04-16-67
1004 N Monkhouse

Crystal Beach, 77650
Victim: Female/12

Sexual Assault
Risk Level:  Moderate

Boeker, Dennis Ray
W/M DOB: 03-08-53

8th & Hwy 124
High Island, 77623

Victim: Male/9
Indecent Exposure (2nd Conviction)

Risk Level: Not Classified

Burke, Carl Brian
W/M DOB: 12-24-60

4730 1st St
Bacliff, 77518

Victim: Female/13
Sexual Assault of a Child x 2

Indecency with a Child by Contact
Risk Level: Not Classified

Arceneaux, Eddie Lee Jr
B/M DOB: 10-17-81

4718 Crane
Hitchcock, 77563
Victim: Female/13

Sexual Assault of a Child x 2
Risk Level:  Moderate

seX oFFeNDeRs-Galveston co.
These are NOT wanted fugitives, but Registered Sex Offenders. If observed 
residing at any address other than the one listed below the photo, please 

notify the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office 409-766-2320

Worsham, Brandon Wayne
W/M Victim: 08-16-80

4124 Carl St.
Bacliff, 77539

Victim:  Female/9
Sexual Assault of a Child

Risk Level:  Moderate
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61st Street 
Diner

at 1017 61st street
409-974-4227

Busted and Cuffed

COLEMAN, OSHEA 
ANTHONY

Aggravated Robbery

FRATER, RONDRICK 
JAMES

Felony Assault

DENMAN, JOSEPH LEE
Robbery

FIGGINS, JOHN HENRY
Drug Possession

BAKER, WILLIAM CODY
Evading Arrest

ADDISON, ALAN SHANE
Evading Arrest

GIVENS, DALLAS RYAN
Sex Offender Fail To Register

MOORE, CARLA LYNN
Theft of Firearm

JONES, ANTHONY JOSEPH
Residence Burglary

LASTER, CEBERT WAYNE
Robbery

GASAWAY, ANDREW
Drug Possession

GARCIA, JOSE LUIS
Evading Arrest

MOORE, DAFFORD RAY
Felony Theft 

Jeremy Wyles
Residence Burglary

Amanda Lee Strange
Drug Possession

Parole Board Warrant

Alex Ceasar Thompson
Aggravated Assault w/

Deadly Weapon

West Valdez
Agg Asslt w/Deadly 

Weapon
Parole Board Warrant

Joshua Ronald Wyatt
Aggravated Robbery - 2 

Counts

Open 6 am– 
2 pm Daily

Breakfast
Lunch

Burgers

A Galveston Legend
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LOANS up to $1240
•  NO CREDIT CHECK – GUARANTEED LOANS

ON YOUR CLEAR CAR TITLE

(Car must be licensed & running.

We must be able to verify income & address)

NO TITLE? We also offer:

•  SIGNATURE & STARTER LOANS

•  INCOME TAX PREPARATION

2323 Broadway St, Galveston 

409-765-5988
www.WesternShamrock.com

Come home to HomeTown Bank, where we take a personal
interest in serving your family and commercial needs.

The HomeTown Team believes good banking means good
service, and as a community bank we take special pride in

our many contributions to the communities we serve.

Now with six full-service locations serving your needs,
including our newest bank in Downtown Friendswood:

Galveston: 1801 45th St. • 45th & Seawall Blvd.
Friendswood: 3211 FM 528 • 601 S. Friendswood Drive

League City: 1406 W. Main • Alvin: 1050 North Bypass 35
Main Bank Phone: (409) 763-1271 • Seawall Branch: (409) 763-5252

Internet: www.htbna.com

Join the
HomeTown Team

• Heavy Duty
• Unlock Any Car
• Jump Start
• RV Towing
• Off Road Service
• Out of Town Towing
• Emergency Auto Repair

A&A–D&P
24 HOUR WRECKER SERVICE

NO JOB TOO FAR 
or TOO SMALL!

Operated by the Anderwalds

409-740-0581  -  409-740-1622
Toll Free: 866-740-1622

file any charges related to that discov-
ery.
   The rogue officers also discovered 
some magazines during their search 
which they deemed pornographic. The 
entire focus of their raid on the men’s 
apartment then turned to this so-called 
porno discovery. Deal claimed that 
someone told him that Self was also a 
“peeping tom.” That was never con-
firmed.
   Some think Deal conjured that up to 
support his case against Self as a sexual 
deviate who killed the Webster girls. 
With the discovery of the sex books in 
his apartment, Morris and Deal went to 
Self’s job and convinced him to go to 
the Webster Police station where they 

claim he made a voluntary confession.
   Commonly when police take a confes-
sion from a someone, in order to make 
their case solid and cover all the loop-
holes, they corroborate the details of 
that confession. It is important that they 
verify the truthfulness and veracity of 
the confession and insure it supports the 
physical facts and evidence.Self’s con-
fession met none of these criteria.
  The facts just did not add up. He 
claimed in his confession that he had 
picked up one of the girls at her house 
on the evening of her disappearance. 
Impossible. The girls had already been 
reported missing earlier that afternoon. 
In the same statement he claimed that 
he killed the girls with a coke bottle. 
Wrong. The autopsy report revealed no 
skull fractures or head injuries that could 
have been caused by such a weapon.
   Another point. Webster Police Lieu-
tenant David Coburn who made the ini-
tial investigation of the missing girls, 
reported they were last seen at the Wix 
Ski School in Galveston. They had not 
returned home and were never seen 
again, anywhere. Wix Ski School was 
just across Offats Bayou from where 
Bell lived and about a mile from his surf 
and dive shop where all the kids in the 
ski-surf cult hung out.
   As time went on Michael Self was 
taken from his cell in the Harris Coun-
ty Jail and a new statement was taken 
which police claimed was to clear up 
some inconsistencies in his first state-
ment. Clear up or cover up?

  That became the burning question that 
loomed over Self's arrest and convic-
tion for years. Throughout his trial Self 
contended that his first confession was 
coerced by threats and physical abuse. 
Of course, during the trial Morris and 
Deal denied those allegations before a 
jury which was unaware it was hearing 
sworn testimony from a couple of rogue, 
bank robbing cops. They believed the 
cops and sent Self to the penitentiary.
   Detective Paige, who continued to 
pursue the deaths of these girls with 
dogged determination, interviewed 
Tommy Deal by telephone from his fed-
eral prison cell in Ohio where he will 
likely spend the rest of his life for serial 
bank robbery. Deal confirmed that he 
and Morris were carrying out the bank 
robberies all during the time they were 
conducting the investigation of Mi-
chael Lloyd Self. He told Paige that he 
had robbed several Texas banks, one in 
Clear Lake City twice. This supports the 
report by reporter Tom Moran.
   Michael Self was convicted solely 
on his confession and the testimony of 
these two convicted bank robbers mas-
querading as police officers. There was 
no physical evidence, no murder weap-
on, no witnesses, no nothing to support 
the murder conviction of Michael Self.
   In April, 1974, Ed Bell was arrested by 
Galveston County Sheriff’s Deputies in 
Bacliff after he exposed himself to two 
teenage girls. Two weeks later he was 
arrested for sexual assault of a woman 

Murder...Cont. from pg 1

Murder...Cont. on pg 10
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Your Community 
Your Credit Union 

If you can’t beat them,
    join them!

Get your tickets at 

COASTAL  
COMMUNITY 

FEDERAL 
CREDIT
UNION!

GALVESTON ISLAND POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Present the

Battle of the Badges
BOXING TOURNAMENT

December 3, 2011 
Moody Gardens Convention Center

at 7:00 PM
Tickets $20 • ($25 at door)

All Proceeds benefit
The Boys and Girls Club of Galveston

& Shriners Hospital For Children

Meet Your Match

2302 Church Street or 69th Street & Stewart
Galveston, TX 77550 • 765-6067

 2600 FM 1764 • La Marque (next to Walmart)
www.coastalcommunityfcu.org

A Season of Reckoning

A note about the author:  James A. 
Jenkins aka Jim Jenkins aka Jack Jen-
kins is a retired Houston Police Depart-
ment Sergeant who spent most of his 
years literally on the streets running 
undercover operations in the Vice and 
Criminal Intelligence Division back in 
the 1960’s, ‘70’s, ‘80’s and maybe even 
the ‘90’s – the info is in the book. Then 
he was Sgt. Jim Jenkins and I worked 
for him [and others] in Vice back in 
1974 and 1975.  

This is important only because it 
gives you a frame of reference for the 
times of the  real life experiences of the 
story teller. He knows what will work 
and what won’t.

If you want to know how old time 
cops would have dealt with the modern 
“troubles along the border” you only 
have to read this book. You will also un-
derstand why these sorts of troubles did 
NOT occur back then.  

There really are a few old retired 
lawmen left in the world today that you 
don’t want to cross… but we’re literally 
getting to be fewer by the day.

A Season of Reckoning is an enter-
taining modern action adventure. It’s 

By Jack Jenkins

A Book Review by M. D. Beale, Jr.
meant to be read for entertainment only 
– and it entertains admirably. It’s not a 
mystery. It’s not a “police procedural” 
novel. It’s got a few small errors regard-
ing firearms but they do not interfere 
with the story. The map on the cover 
doesn’t accurately picture the geograph-
ic area of this particular story, but it 
doesn’t make a bit of difference.

The story is a blend of old and new 
law enforcement styles. It has every-
thing from riding the river on horseback 
to modern satellite technology blended 
into an action adventure in the only lo-
cal that it would all make sense.

The story is centered around a remote 
area on the Rio Grande River in the Big 
Bend country near Presidio, Texas, and 
Ojinaga, Mexico. This isn’t too far [by 
west Texas distances which are long 
anyway] from Terlinqua, Texas. It’s not 
the fartherest point from anywhere in 
Texas but you can see it from there. You 
can get your map out and look at it if all 
of this matters to you. 

If you’re a lawman from anywhere 
you will recognize the personalities of 
people you have know and worked with 
over the years. If you are an old lawman 
you know the people and action por-
trayed are not far off the mark.

There’s some romance, changing 
relationships, as well as the action all 
told with a strong southwestern flavor 
in Jack’s unique style. While the book 
started out a bit slow for me, I spent all 
of one afternoon and an early part of the 
evening finishing it up.

You can find get the book from Jack’s 
website at www.highdesertpublishing.
com for less money and quicker ship-
ping than Amazon where I got my copy, 
plus he will personally sign the book for 
you if you buy it from the site.  

Buy the book and just read it for fun. 
I think you’ll like it. I did.

walking the line
A Santa Fe police officer recently 
pulled over a driver who had been 
weaving in and out of the lanes. He 
approached the man’s window and 
said, “Sir, I need you to blow into 
this breathalyzer tube.” The man 
says, “Sorry officer I can’t do that. 
I am an asthmatic. If I do that I’ll 
have a really bad asthma attack.”
“Okay, fine. I need you to come 
down to the station to give a blood 
sample.” “I can’t do that either. I 
am a hemophiliac. If I do that, I’ll 

bleed to death.”
“Well, then we need a urine sam-
ple.” “I’m sorry officer I can’t do 
that either. I am also a diabetic. 
If I do that I’ll get really low blood 
sugar.”
“Alright then I need you to come 
out here and walk this white line.” 
“I can’t do that, officer.”
“Why not?”
“Because I’m too drunk to do that.” 
:>)
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6300 Seawall • Galveston • TX  • victoriancondo.com
www.facebook.com/galvestonvictorian •  800.231.6363

Valid thru 08.31.2011. Rates not valid with other discounts. Inclusive
rates include all fees and taxes. 14 day advance payment.

4 NIGHTS ~ 4 PEOPLE
ALL INCLUSIVE $598!

Victorian Galveston
Vacation Check List

  3Flip Flops
  3Beach Towels
  3Sunglasses
  3Beach Hats
  3Sun Tan LotionFor Family 

Fun...

Flip Flop. 

Flip Flop. 

Flip Flop.

VictPolNwsflfl678.2011.indd   1 5/9/11   10:34 AM

ExEcution of 
child KillEr 
SEt nov. 16th
Guadalupe Esparza kidnapped and 
sexually assaulted a 7-year old His-
panic girl, then 
stangled her to 
death in San An-
tonio in 1999.
  Prior to that he 
had been in the 
pen for aggra-
vated sexual as-
sault, then was 
paroled, then re-
turned for violat-
ing parole. He was released again then 
went back for possession of cocaine, 
then was released on mandatory super-
vision in 1996.
  Three years later he raped and mur-
dered the little girl.

Guadalupe Esparza

Triple Murderer 
to Die Nov 9
Henry Watkins Skinner, 32, is sched-
uled to die in the Texas death cham-
ber on November 9th for killing three 
people in their home in Pampa, Texas 
in 1993.

  Twila Busby was choked and repeated-
ly beaten in the head with an ax handle.
Randolph Busby and Elwin Caler were 
stabbed to death with a kitchen knife.
  Skinner had previously been in the 
pen for Unauthorized Use of a Motor 
Vehicle. After parole he was returned to 
prison for violating his parole. He was 
paroled again and murdered these three 
people.

Henry Watkins Skinner

Daughter blames 
father’s death on 
negligent care at 
nursing home
GALVESTON - Claiming her father 
died due to negligent care in a Texas 
City nursing home, Elaine Carrier has 
filed a lawsuit in State District County 
in Galveston.
   Carrier sued Seabreeze Nursing & Re-
habilitation, Dr. Folasade Mofolu Ojo, 
Cabrenna Lee and Tonya L. Green on 
October 17th.
   She says in her suit the nursing home 
failed to treat her father, Willie Gamble 
Sr., for bed sores and left him malnour-
ished, which led to his death on October 
13, 2009.
   According to the suit, her father was 
a patient at the facility for seven years. 
Carrier says she notified the staff of her 
father’s problems, but they “did not ex-
ercise ordinary care in making health-
care treatment decisions regarding him”
  The facility’s lack of ordinary care 
caused injury to Gamble, and resulted in 
his death, she claims.
   “The physician, Dr. Ojo, breached the 
duty of care that he owed to Gamble by 
failing to properly diagnose his injuries 
and preventing a lack of nourishment 
and bed sores from developing.”
   The daughter claims that Gamble suf-
fered physical and emotional injuries as 
a result of the actions before his death.
   Carrier is seeking unspecified money 
damages and a jury trial.

Employee claims 
she was attacked 
by patient at Texas 
City medical 
facility
TEXAS CITY - A Hitchcock woman 
has filed a lawsuit claiming she was at-
tacked while working at a Texas City 
medical facility.
  Rebecca Catherine Fisher filed suit 
against Riverside General Hospital Inc., 
Vickie-PHP LLC and Richard Taylor 
Jr. in September in Galveston County 
District Court. She claims the hospital 
failed to prevent a patient from assault-
ing her in the kitchen on July 25.
  The lawsuit claims the hospital man-
agement knew about the patient’s vio-
lent nature, and that “nothing [Fisher] 
did nor failed to do caused, or in any 
way contributed to cause, the occur-
rence in question.”
  “Fisher was exercising ordinary care 
when suddenly and unexpectedly she 
was injured due to the dangerous condi-
tion and/or hazard existing on the prem-
ises which (the) hospital, it’s agents, 
servants and employees knew or should 
have known existed,” the suit says.
  According to the Riverside General 
Hospital website, the Texas City facility 
is one of its sites offering a partial hos-
pitalization program for the treatment of 
mental illness and substance abuse.
  It does not implicate the patient as a de-
fendant, but argues the hospital “failed 
to adequately supervise and train its em-
ployees, including management level 
employees, who had knowledge before 
this incident happened of [the patient’s] 
violent nature.”
  Fisher is seeking unspecified monetary 
damages.
  Galveston County 10th District Court 
Judge David Garner is presiding over 
the case.

wino Arrested 
on seawall

A drunken wino was stumbling down the 

seawall with one foot on the curb and the 

other in the gutter. A cop pulled up and 

said, “I’ve got to take you in, sir. You’re 

obviously drunk”

The wasted wino asked, “Ociffer, are ya 

absolutely sure I’m drunk?”

“Yeah, buddy, I’m sure,” said the copper. 

“Let’s go.”

Obviously relieved, the wino said “That’s 

a relief - I thought I was a cripple.” :>)

seeing eye Dog
A blind man was walking down a Texas 
City street with his seeing-eye dog re-
cently. They come to a busy intersection, 
and the dog, ignoring the high volume of 
traffic zooming by on the street, led the 
blind man right out into the thick of traf-
fic. This was followed by the screech of 
tires and horns blaring as panicked driv-
ers tried desperately not to run the pair 
down.
The blind man and the dog finally reach 
the safety of the sidewalk on the other 
side of the street, and the blind man 
pulled a cookie from his coat pocket and 
offered it to the dog.
One of the city’s finest, having observed 
the near fatal incident, rushed over and 
couldn’t control his amazement and says 
to the blind man, “Why on earth are you 
rewarding your dog with a cookie? He 
nearly got you killed!”
The blind man turned partially in his di-
rection and replied, “To find out where his 
head is, so I can kick his ass.”  :>)
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Edwin H. Smith, Sr., 57, of Galveston
PORT BOLIVAR - Edwin H. Smith, Sr., 
age 57, passed away Saturday, October 
15, 2011 at UTMB Hospital. He was 
born in Galveston, Texas on November 
28, 1953. He grew up in Port Bolivar 

and as a child, he developed a love for 
the water and shrimping. As an adult 
he owned two shrimp boats, the “Kar-
en Ann” and the Victory”. He always 
found the water to be peaceful.
   As time went by, he found his sec-
ond calling: EMS. A career that spanned 
over 25 years, until his death. He stud-
ied and became a paramedic, then went 
to work for Galveston EMS. However, 
he also volunteered on the Bolivar Pen-
insula, and was the EMS Coordinator 
for the Crystal Beach Volunteer Fire and 
EMS Department for many years.
   He made people feel safe, knowing he 
would be on the ambulance to help them 
in their time of need. Most people on the 
Peninsula would request that “Big Ed” 
be on the ambulance call.
   Ed Smith also taught EMS classes 
both on the Bolivar Peninsula and in 
Galveston County. Although he did not 
graduate from high school, one of his 
proudest accomplishments was getting 
his high school diploma through the 
G.E.D. Program. He loved to go fish-
ing and in recent years took up golfing, 
which he found very relaxing. “Big Ed” 
will be sadly missed by his family and 
his many friends.
   He was preceded in death by his father 
Harry Alvin Smith; mother Norma Ma-
rie Smith; son Leonard Paul Smith; and 
nephew Gary Lee Smith, Jr.
   Smith is survived by his wife Jan 
Smith; sons Edwin Harry Smith, Jr.and 
wife Sallie, and David Smith; grandchil-
dren Edwin H. “Ty” Smith, III, Gregory 

Freeman, Tatyana Freeman and Cherelle 
Freeman; great-grandchildren Ethan 
Freeman, Taylor Lewis, Trinity Phil-
lips and Randall Armelin; sisters Marta 
Carter and Audrey Smith; brothers Da-

vid Alvin Smith and Gary Lee Smith 
and wife Debbie; nieces and nephews, 
Cheryl Herrod and husband Lanny, Jen-
nifer Smith, Misty Lively and husband 
Mark, Courtney Murphy and husband 
Brian, Shannon Smith, Jackie Smith, 
Sarah Smith, Donnie Carter and wife 
D’nay; one great-nephew and two great-
nieces; and numerous friends.
   Visitation was on Friday, October 
21, 2011 at J. Levy & Termini Funeral 
Home. Funeral services were Saturday, 
October 22, 2011 at the Port Bolivar 
Methodist Church, with C.L. Garey of-
ficiating. Interment followed at the Port 
Bolivar Cemetery.
   Pallbearers were Sean Migues, Brian 
Bader, Donnie Carter, Tommy Leigh, 
Greg Kunkel and Peter Nyquist. Honor-
ary pallbearers will be Galveston EMS, 
Fire and Police Departments.
  The family would like to express 
their heartfelt thanks to the following: 
UTMB, Dr. Rangasetty, Dr. Celis and 
Barbara Hayes, COA; CATH Lab nurs-
es, Marie Bocado, Thien Nguyen and 
Nikki Williams; the UTMB ER staff; 
The Galveston EMS Crew who trans-
ported him to the hospital; and for all of 
the well wishes and kind words from ev-
eryone who worked with him and knew 
him.
   In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Ambassador Preparatory Char-
ter School Education Field Trip Fund, 
5001 Avenue U, Galveston, Texas 
77551, 409-762-1115.

Galveston Fire Department, Tower Truck Number One hoist the American flag above the ferry 
landing for the funeral procession to pass under as they boarded the ferry to Port Bolivar 
where Ed Smith, Sr. was interred.

child Porn 
Fugitive arrested
L E A G U E 
CITY - In 
O c t o b e r , 
James Karl 
D u n i v a n 
of League 
City, Tex-
as, was ar-
rested in the 
1000 block 
of Third St. 
in League City and charged with two 
counts of Possession of Child Pornog-
raphy. The arrest was the result of an in-
vestigation by Santa Fe Police Detective 
Heather Burd, a member of the Internet 
Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task 
Force. ICAC agents identified a series 
of child pornography downloads and 
through investigation traced the down-
loads to Dunivan's internet address. The 
investigation confirmed the downloads 
were completed by Dunivan, and a war-
rant for his arrest was secured.
   Det Burd and an ICAC member from 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, assisted by Constable Precinct 8 
Deputy Ross McCammon, and League 
City Police, arrested Dunivan without 
incident after observing him leaving his 
residence. Dunivan was being held in 
lieu of bonds totaling $15,000.

James Karl Dunivan

For Rates and Space Reservations:
409-632-0082

or email: ads@thepolicenews.net
with contact information

The Police News is the largest and most 
widely circulated monthly publication in 

Galveston County. Make sure our readers 
see what you have for Christmas.

deadliNe
Nov 20th

Use our professional graphics department to design your ad 
at a reasonable extra charge.

HOUSTON - On Sept. 2, 2011, Har-
ris County Deputy Sheriff Alan B. 
Whitlock, working with several units, 
responded to a report of the sound of 
gunfire in a neighborhood. They were 
looking for a suspicious vehicle. Whit-
lock observed two suspicious vehicles 
leaving the area. They were moving at 
a slow speed and close together. He saw 
the four occupants of the first vehicle 
sitting low in the vehicle.
  Whitlock turned to make a traffic stop 
on the first vehicle and requested an-
other unit to stop the other vehicle. He 
turned on his emergency lights and the 
vehicle with four occupants stopped. 
While transmitting radio information 
about the location and vehicle descrip-
tion Whitlock could see the occupants 
moving inside the vehicle.
  The suspicious vehicle drove off run-
ning a red light. Whitlock notified the 
dispatcher that the vehicle was refusing 
to stop. The vehicle made a right turn 
onto a roadway with two sharp curves. 
As the vehicle exited the second curve, 
which was to the left, the driver slowed 
down. Whitlock saw an individual seat-
ed in the left rear seat lean out of the 
window and began firing a rifle at him. 
A bullet came through the windshield 
and struck him in the upper left chest. 
Another bullet hit the front of Whit-
lock’s vehicle rupturing the radiator. 
Whitlock knew that he had been hit but 
chose to remain in service.
  Deputy Whitlock followed the sus-
pects’ vehicle until he lost visual contact 
in a residential neighborhood. He drove 
his disabled car to the neighborhood en-
trance and held until backup arrived.
  Responding units located two of the 
four crooks. The shooter was identified, 
arrested, and charged with attempted 
capital murder of a police officer. He 
had a previous criminal history and un-

Deputy Hit By Rifle 
Fire, Saved By His 
Vest

der the supervision of probation and pa-
role authorities at the time of this shoot-
ing. This matter is pending in a Harris 
County Court.
   Subsequent investigation determined 
that the shooter used a .223 caliber rifle 
firing an estimated 4 rounds. The bullet 
that struck Deputy Whitlock in the up-
per left chest was stopped by a trauma 
pack affixed to his level IIIA body ar-
mor. He  suffered a superficial bruise 
under the bullet impact point and a cut 
on his face from a glass fragment.
  He has returned to duty.

Reserve Advertising Space now for 

The Police News Christmas Edition
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT & CATERING

Closed Mondays
Tues. – Fri.············Lunch  11 – 2 p.m.
Tues.  – Thurs.······Dinner  5 – 10 p.m.
Fri. – Sat.·············Dinner  5 – 11 p.m.
Sunday··················Dinner  5 – 10 p.m.

See our Review at www.galvnews.com

31st & Avenue P
Galveston

409-763-9036

Voted Best Italian 
Restaurant & Friendliest 
Service in Galveston Co.

Di Bella
's

Serving Galveston for 100+ years!

Downtown Galveston:
222 Kempner 

Galveston TX 77550
409-763-4641

Fax:  409-762-2158
Galveston West End:

13680 FM 3005
Galveston TX 77554

409-737-1488
Fax: 409-737-9146
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F U G I T I V E S  W A N T E D
GALVESTON COUNTY

If you have information on any of these wanted fugitives call the 
Galveston County Sheriff’s Office 409-766-2322 or 1-866-248-8477

BOYD, ALEXA M
AKA TALLANT, ALEXIS

W F 12/06/1988
TAT L LEG  “DADDY’S GIRL”
TAT C NECK “J G W/ROSE”

LKA SAN LEON
ENDANGERING CHILD

DELOSSANTOS, WILLIAM
W M   06/05/1987

PIERCED NOSE
LKA SANTA FE

POSS CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
** ESCAPE RISK**

FERNANDEZ, LINDSEY ALEXANDER
W F   11/08/1984

TAT R LEG TAT R HIP
TAT L CALF TAT R CALF

LKA SEABROOK
POSS CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

RICHARDSON, DEBRA KAY
W F   01/01/1962

TAT LR LEG SMALL FLAME
TAT BOTH EYEBROWS

LKA LEAGUE CITY
POSS CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

RUDD, JAMES ANDREW
W M 06/18/1984

TAT UR ARM
TAT BACK – TAT NECK

LKA LEAGUE CITY
POSS CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

SMITH, ASHLEY MARIE
W F 02/14/1986

TAT R SHOULDER TRIBAL BUTTERFLY
TAT BACK NECK  BUTTERFLY W/ “T”

TAT BACK TRIBAL BUTTERFLY
TAT L SHOULDER  TRIBAL BUTTERFLY

LKA SANTA FE
FORGERY

GONZALES, FERNANDO BERNARDO
W M 05/11/1976

LKA BACLIFF
SEXUAL ASSAULT CHILD

PARKER, ROBERT WAYNE
W M 12/03/1976
LKA TEXAS CITY

INDICTMENT
BURG HABITATION

DURAN, BERNARDINO
W M 11/29/1969

LKA BACLIFF
SEXUAL ASSAULT CHILD

Serving Galveston County
and Surrounding Area

TOWING • TRUCK & AUTO SALES

WIN
WOOD

MOTOR COMPANY4922 GRAVES RD.
SANTA FE, TX. 77517

Albert W. Winwood —
— Melissa Kay Winwood

409-925-2039
Pgr. 409-643-0480

H & R Grocery 
&

Meat Market
1428 35th St. Galveston

• Custom Meat Orders
• Deer Processing
• Italian Sausages

• Black Angus Ribeyes
• Marine & Restaurant

409-762-4510
Meat Market 409-762-3765

Since 1984

Seawall at 89th street – Galveston
Movie Hotline: 409-741-1700

Featuring the latest in stadium-seating, comfortable
high-back rocking seats and DTS digital sound Systems.
— Lobby ATM — All major credit cards accepted 
All “R” rated Movies Require an ID – Visit us @ www.pccmovies.com

FREE LARGE DRINK WITH PURCHASE 
OF A SMALL POPCORN

GO WIRELESS
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE

We Detect Wire Taps
Hidden Microphones

Hidden Cameras
Bumper Beepers

Body Wires
&

Anything that TRANSMITS

Business’s • Homes • Vehicles • Ect.

Peter Campbell

281-910-0764

Deem
Realty★

123

wtanner2@houston.rr.com

1411 39th street
Galveston, Tx. 77550

Office: 409-765-7773
Cell: – 409-939-7433
Fax: – 409-765-7371

Bill Tanner
Realtor

Buying or Selling
Contact Bill

FARM
BUREAU

INSURANCE

Auto • Home • Life
®

Tesa Skipper
Career Agent

Your Agent for “Life”

Call me today for a no-obligation
review of all your insurance needs.

281-330-7630
401-C West FM 517—Dickinson TX 77539

MatiNee $5.75 aNy sHow Prior to 6:00 P.M.

Not quite The Killing Fields
by Travis Leamons, Managing Editor

InsidePulse.Com

In the days leading up to the release 
of Texas Killing Fields I was driv-

ing to rendezvous with some friends in 
the back of my neighborhood. It was a 
section of town that was foreign to me, 
despite having been a resident of thirty 

years; I never had a reason before to 
drive all the way back there. Although 
I was unsuccessful in locating the house 
– it was dark and the houses were poor-
ly lit – the amount of wooded area be-
tween houses and connecting streets left 
me thinking of how easy it would be to 
drop a body in the woods.
   Which leads us to Texas Killing Fields,  
a film revolving around bodies found 
up and down a stretch of bayou land in 
Southeast Texas.
   When you see the words “inspired by 
true events,” which this film is, you have 
to know that the situations presented are 
not a true depiction of what occurred. A 
hint of truth may exist, but for the most 
part the inspiration is just a jumping off 
point to create a narrative that can make 
the transition to a feature film.
   And that’s part of the problem.
   The history of the killing fields stretch-
es decades, so there’s more than enough 
material to warrant a cable miniseries 
or, even better, an anthology series in-
volving the different officers who in-
vestigated cases involving women who 
went missing only to be discovered in 
different bayous or hideaways in Texas.
   Instead, the movie with a killer title 
takes a story inspired by actual crimes 
and gives us a well-worn police proce-
dural populated by a pair of detectives, 
unscrupulous characters and a waiflike 
teen who is a metaphorical embodiment 
of all the females who have ever been 
silenced and dumped in and around 
Texas City, Texas.
 Detectives Mike Souder (Sam 
Worthington) and Brian Heigh (Jef-
frey Dead Morgan) don’t always see 
eye to eye but they work the case and 
they work it hard. Taking the call to in-
vestigate the murder of a young teen, 
the investigation should be enough to 

keep them busy. However, in another 
jurisdiction another woman has gone 
missing along a stretch of what the lo-
cals call the killing fields. The detec-
tive  working that case, Pam Stall (Jes-
sica Chastain), reaches out to Heigh for 
assistance, and not his partner Souder, 
who, is quickly revealed to be her ex-
husband. Such a decision on the part 
of Don Ferrarone, a former DEA agent 
who has served as a technical advisor on 
the films The  Taking of Pelham 123 and 
Déjà vu (Texas Killing Fields is his first 
produced screenplay), seems contrived, 
very TV drama. Of course, this means 
Souder will somehow get involved and 
be around his ex from time to time.
   What’s worse is a film that takes on 
two different police investigations and 
doesn’t provide enough investigating 
or attention to detail to sustain interest. 
Heigh is a compelling figure, though 
little effort is spent to expand his arc. A 
short sequence with his wife (Annabeth 
Gish) reveals that their move from New 
York City to Texas was mitigated by his 
being drained by the grind of working 
serial murder cases. And yet here he is 
again helping on a case that is beyond 
his jurisdiction that could be the work 
of a serial killer.
   Throw in a subplot that involves Heigh 
helping a young local girl, Ann Sliger 
(Chloe Grace Moretz), retain some 
modicum of stability in her ramshackle 
home populated by a  sleazy mom (Sh-
eryl Lee) and men, if you can call them 
that, who seem to come and go like a 
revolving door, and you begin to ques-
tion the logic. As the story progresses 
you understand  why Sliger’s part is im-
portant.
   Actually, while Sliger is the emotional 
core (and by far the most interesting 
character), the story is driven by Heigh 
and Souder. They have the distinction 
of coming from different schools of 
thought – Heigh is a big-city cop in a 
small Texas town, while Souder is the 
long-time Texas City resident who is fa-
miliar with its inhabitants. Despite these 
differences they react in similar fashion 
when questioning suspects (translation: 
easily overheated and prone to vio-
lence). Again, comes across as another 
film cliché.
   Texas Killing Fields has a great story 
to tell. Unfortunately for director Ami 
Canaan Mann, daughter of Michael 
Mann (Collateral, Heat), she doesn’t 
quite have a grasp on what she wants 
her film to be. Is it about the detectives 
or the girl? Still, the biggest offender 
is the script, as Mann shows she’s very 
competent behind the camera when it 
comes to staging a police car chase or 
shoot-out. But the major characters lack 

Travis Leamons

Killing Fields...Cont. on pg. 10

MaiNlaNd MarKetPlace

2nd Saturday
Monthly Buy, Swap & Sell

Nov. 12 & Dec. 10, 2011
7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

1st Sunday - Monthly 
Indoor Arts & Crafts Show

Nov. 6 & Dec. 4, 2011
12:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Mall of the Mainland
Next to Bath and Bodyworks

FREE Admission!
Vendors call now to reserve a space

281-332-7886
www.MainlandMarketplace.com

Produced by Texas Prime Productions, LLC

1309 cedar st., laMarque
Across from Snow King Shaved Ice

Farmer's Market, Swap Meet,
Yard Sale & Flea Market

Or Call
281-332-7886

www.TheUltimatePitstop.net

Buy Items, Barter or 
Bring Your Garage Sale items. 

Vendors Welcome!
$15 for a space or 

$10 to sell vehicles/boats/motorcycles

Sponsored by 
BIG E AUTOMOTIVE
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ESCO PEST CONTROL
WDI Inspections

Termites - Rodents
Roaches - Ants - Fleas

Birds - Trapping

409-737-3200
Steve Spicer – Owner
9355 Jamaica Beach

Galveston, TX  77554
www.escopestcontrolinc.com

409-927-2747
12531-1/2 FM 1764 – Santa Fe, TX 77510

Boats - Motorcycles - Jeeps - Pickups - Convertibles 
Automotive - Commercial - Marine - Residential

Ask people why they have deer heads on their walls and they will tell you it’s because they’re such 
beautiful animals. I think my wife is beautiful, but I only have photographs of her on the wall.

David Gillioz, Owner

Come see us
for all your
Upholstery

Needs!

CREATIONS UPHOLSTERY

E. R. Johnson 
Family Mortuary

Eddie R. Johnson
Owner/Funeral Director

Cremation, Monuments, Pre-Arrangements, 
Insurance and Notary Services

“ Quality, Distinctive, Professional Service
3828 avenue o/Po Box 5
Galveston, TX 77550-6626
Ph: 409-762-8470
Fax: 409-762-8480
Email: erjfm@aol.com

TOM ESTEP
Concealed Handgun Training

Photos & Fingerprints
included

Ammo Available

281-455-0846

www

$95
All Inclusive

www.tomestepshooting.com

Serving Galveston County 
Since 1994

1328 Postoffice, Galveston
409-763-1515 

nternational
Car Care

Tony’s

Welcome all old and 
new customers!

BACK IN
BUSINESS 1328 Post Office St.

Galveston TX
409-599-3463

nternational
Car Care

409-763-1515
Serving Galveston County

Since 1994

1328 Postoffice, 
Galveston

Open Mon-Fri. 8 - 5:30 pm

depth, and supporting characters have 
nary an introduction and sort of pop up 
whenever there is a break in the case or 
where the script calls for a bad apple to 
be present.
   If any compliments are to be bestowed 
it’s for actors Jeffrey Dean Morgan and 
Jessica Chastain. For Morgan you ap-
plaud his drive to want to solve a series 
of murders, but also realize he’s the type 
of detective who has had problems sep-
arating work from family. As for Chas-
tain, her character could be worthy of 
her own film. The way she handles the 
first minutes at her crime scene seems 
true to life, and her take-no-guff ap-
proach is believable for such a profes-
sion. It’s just another memorable, albeit 
short-lived performance, in a year full 
of them for Chastain.
  Texas Killing Fields had the potential to 
be film that remained true to the events 
that were its inspiration. Instead, view-
ers are left stuck in the mud wondering 
if a better movie was left out to rot.
Director: Ami Canaan Mann
 Notable Cast: Sam Worthington, Jef-
frey Dean Morgan, Jessica Chastain, 
Chloe Grace Moretz, Jason Clarke, An-
nabeth Gish, Sheryl Lee, Stephen Graham 
Writer(s): Don Ferrarone 
   Travis Leamons is one of the Inside Pulse 
Originals and currently holds the position 
of Managing Editor at Inside Pulse Movies.

Killing Fields...Cont. from pg. 9

on the beach.
   On September 6, 1974, two Dickin-
son girls, 12-year old Brooks Bracewell 
and Georgia Geer went missing. Their 
remains were discovered in Brazoria 
County in 1976.
   It was also learned that Ed Bell at one 
time, wrote a letter to law enforcement 
officials admitting to the murders of 
Debbie Ackerman and Maria Johnson 
and some others whose names he could 
not recall. However, when investigators 
interviewed him in his prison cell, he 
refused to talk further about the letter 
or the murders. One thing is certain, the 
confession in his letter was not coerced, 
but apparently there was no evidence  to 
support his claim, because he has never 
been charged with any of the murders.
   Edward H. Bell remains in a Texas 
prison today.
   Michael Lloyd Self died in prison in 
2000 of heart failure.
   These cases were long ago shoved to 
the back burner of law enforcement.  
They are what are commonly referred 
to as ‘Cold Cases’ which means there is 
very little likelyhood anyone will ever 
be charged in any of these murders.
   There are books being written about 
‘The Killing Fields’, and a fictional 
movie based on these cases was recently 
released.  So, it seems the murders of 
these young people, which have all gone 
unsolved and unpunished, have instead 
become entertainment for many, includ-
ing some of the very investigators who 

Murder...Cont. from pg 4 were unable to solve them.
See related article starting on page 9.
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ALZATE, WILLIAM ALEX
WM DOB: 09301983
511/216    BLK/BRO

TATS BOTH ARMS, LFT HAND, CHIN, CHEST 
MULTI TATS ON NECK, BOTH EARS, HEAD

LKA: BACLIFF
****CAUTION GANG MEMBER

ACCIDENT INVOLVING INJURY/DEATH

RAVEIRO, LEONARDO
AKA RAVEIRO , ANTONIO

BM DOB: 02221992
601/180    BLK/BRO

TATS BOTH WRIST/HANDS, RIGHT 
THUMB / TATS LEFT ARM

LKA: DICKINSON
BURGLARY HABATATION

BRIONES, SCOTT
AKA SCOTTY, AKA TRIXTA

WM DOB: 06231988
510/150    BLK/BRO

TAT LFT LEG / RT CHEST, CNTR BACK
LKA: GALVESTON

MTRP / BURG HABATATION

BRENNAN, MATTHEW
WM DOB: 12161985
511/150    BRO/BRO

TAT LEFT SHOULDER
LKA: LEAGUE CITY

MTRP / POSS CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE

MUNERA,JUAN DAVID
WM DOB: 07181990
511/140    BRO/BRO
LKA: LEAGUE CITY

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO

TENORIO, JOSE ANGEL
WM DOB: 03031981
508/210    BLK/BRO

TATS BOTH UPPER ARMS
TATS BOTH ELBOWS

LKA: DICKINSON
MTRP / FELONY DWI W/CHILD

JOHNSON, VICTORAN
AKA VICTOR

BM DOB: 07051984
509/135    BLK/BRO
LKA: GALVESTON

AFF TO SURRENDER 4 COUNTS
POSSESSION CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE

HIGHSMITH, MERCEDES
BF DOB: 12011989
506/140    BLK/BLK   

TAT BACK / TATS BOTH ARMS
TAT LEFT WRIST / TAT LEFT HAND

LKA: ALVIN
MTRP / FRAUD USE IF ID INFO

RIANO, MARK RALPH
WM DOB: 04011974
600/200    BLK/BRO

TAT LEFT ARM / TAT RIGHT ARM
LKA: TEXAS CITY

MTRP / DELIVERY CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE

KEENAN, ALICIA
AKA HERRERA,ALICIA

WF DOB: 11181986
503/110    BLN/BLU

TAT UPPER BACK , LFT HAND-WRIST
TAT RIGHT HAND / RIGHT WRIST

LKA: GALVESTON
AFF TO SURRENDER

ABANDON OR ENDANGER CHILD

WANTED FUGITIVES
 Galveston County

Galveston County Sheriff’s Office 
409-766-2322 or 1-866-248-8477

complete auto Body & collision repair
Frame repair  -  custom Body & Paint work
we do it all  -  insurance claims welcome

Free Estimates  -  All Work Guaranteed

Frank's
PAINT & BODY SHOP

2027 39th, galveston
409-762-4106

Bienvenidos a Henry's 
Salvadorian food, burgers, seafood and more!

2823 Broadway
galveston

10-years at the same location

409-765-8400

Daily Specials - Breakfast All Day 
Drive-Thru Window Service

Open 6 am - 10 pm

Meaningfull Sign
This property owner in Galveston has a 
message for trespassers.




